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Sportsman of the year 
ASU’s Taylor as impressive off football 
field as he is on it. — Sports, 1C 


Bacteria hysteria 


Every touch on something picks up 
more germs to spread. — Style, 1E 


ARKANSAS’ NEWSPAPER 


ArkansasOnline.com 


eta 0 


NN 


Copyright © 2017, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Inc. 


52 Pages e 10 Sections 


$1.00 


In the news 


E Linwood “Woody” Ka- 
ine, 25, of Minneapolis, the 
son of U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, 
D-Va., was placed on proba- 
tion for a year and ordered 
to pay $236 in fines and fees 
in connection with his ar- 
rest after a protest outside a 
March 4 rally for President 
Donald Trump in St. Paul. 


E Rebecca Johnson, wid- 
ow of Dan Johnson, a Ken- 
tucky lawmaker who killed 
himself after a sexual-assault 
allegation, has been nomi- 
nated by Bullitt County 
Republicans to run for her 
former husband’s seat rep- 
resenting a district south of 
Louisville. 


E Carlos Alves, 59, of Ex- 
eter, R.I., was charged with 
animal cruelty and mistreat- 
ment after officials seized 14 
beagles, six Brittany spaniels 
and four Chihuahuas that 
were being kept outside 
without adequate shelter in 
subfreezing temperatures. 


E Michael Wilson, 32, of 
Palm Coast, Fla., was arrest- 
ed in Knoxville, Tenn., on 
aggravated-assault and other 
counts after Flagler County, 
Fla., sheriff’s deputies said 
he rigged his home’s front 
doorknob and lock in an 
attempt to electrocute his 
estranged pregnant wife. 


E Nicole Hunter of Ledy- 
ard, Conn., was at the police 
station waiting to be booked 
on an unrelated charge 
when she pulled cocaine 
wrapped in paper from in- 
side her clothing and tried 
to snort it, prompting an 
additional drug possession 
count, investigators said. 


E Nicholas Schlei and 
Nicholas Reid, both 23 and 
Milwaukee police officers, 
were on patrol when they 
saved two unconscious 
16-year-olds by quickly 
pulling them out of a car 
that had caught fire after it 
crashed into a utility pole 
and overturned. 


E Dixan Diaz and Jamie 
Perrea, stranded in the 
Atlantic Ocean for about 
40 hours in their disabled 
21-foot boat, were rescued 
about 16 miles east of Jack- 
sonville, Fla., by the U.S. 
Coast Guard after their fam- 
ilies reported that they were 
overdue from a fishing trip. 


Alberto Casias, a gro- 
cery store butcher in Fresno, 
Calif., took off his apron and 
stepped around his meat 
counter to help other store 
workers deliver a healthy 
baby boy when the child’s 
mother, a regular custom- 
er, unexpectedly went into 
labor. 


E Mateo Rueda, an ele- 
mentary school art teacher 
in Hyrum, Utah, was fired 
after parents complained 
that he had showed sixth- 
grade students pornogra- 
phy when he handed out 
postcards from the school 
library that showed images 
of classical paintings that 
included two partial nudes. 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Partly sunny. 
High 41, north winds 5 to 10 


mph. 

Tonight Slight 
chance of 
freezing rain 
and sleet late. 
Low 22. 
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AP/ANDREWS KUDACKI 


Emelia Ascheampong (right) is comforted by a friend Friday after 12 people died in a fire Thurs- 
day night at the apartment building where she lived in the Bronx borough of New York. Four 
other people were critically injured in the fire, which was started by a 3/2-year-old boy playing 
with his mother’s stove, officials said. 


Article, 4A 


Home-school rules redo 
gives parents more rein 


CYNTHIA HOWELL 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


Parents of thousands of 


home-schooled Arkansas 
students are no longer re- 
quired to annually describe 
to the state the curriculum 
they will teach, their teach- 
ing schedule or their teach- 
ing qualifications, according 
to 2017 changes in state law. 

Those changes — paired 


with the 2013 law that gives 
home-schoolers a shot at par- 
ticipating in a public school 
district’s interscholastic ac- 
tivities and a 2015 law that 
eliminates state testing of 
home-schooled students — 
are the basis for newly draft- 
ed rules governing home 
schooling. 

The proposed rules will 
be the subject of a public 


hearing at 1:30 p.m. Jan. 10 in 
Room 201A of the Arkansas 
Department of Education, 4 
Capitol Mall, in Little Rock. 
Unless significant changes 
are made in the draft as the 
result of public comments, 
the rules will go to the state 
Board of Education for ap- 
proval in early 2018 and then 
on to a couple of legislative 


See HOME, Page 3A 


China: No 
breach of 
N. Korea 
oil proviso 


Holding tanker, 
S. Korea reveals 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

BEIJING — China on Fri- 
day denied violating United 
Nations-imposed limits on 
oil supplies to North Korea, 
a day after U.S. President 
Donald Trump criticized 
Beijing for allowing oil to 
reach the North. 

Meanwhile South Ko- 
rean officials revealed that 
they were holding a Hong 
Kong-flagged oil tanker be- 
lieved to have transferred 
600 tons of refined oil to a 
North Korean ship in Oc- 
tober. 

Beijing has “completely 
and strictly” complied with 
sanctions meant to discour- 
age leader Kim Jong Un’s 
government from pursuing 
nuclear and missile technol- 
ogy, said Hua Chunying, a 
foreign ministry spokes- 
man. 

On Tuesday, a South Ko- 
rean newspaper reported 
— citing unidentified offi- 
cials — that ships believed 
to be Chinese transferred 
oil to North Korean vessels 
at sea some 30 times since 
October. Two days later, 
Trump said on Twitter that 
he was “very disappointed 
that China is allowing oil to 
go into North Korea. There 
will never be a friendly 
solution to the North Korea 
problem if this continues to 


See CHINA, Page 7A 


Rocket attack in Israel 


AP/TSAFRIR ABAYOV 
Israelis take cover Friday as a rocket warning siren sounds at 
the Kfar Aza kibbutz near the Gaza border during a gathering to 
mark the birthday of soldier Oron Shaul, who was captured and 
killed by the Palestinian group Hamas during the 2014 war in 
Gaza. The Israeli military said its anti-missile system shot down 
two rockets and returned fire in Gaza. 


‘Trump insists 
wall funds be 
in DACA bill 


He says deal also must end 
familial ‘chain migration’ 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

President Donald Trump 
insisted that any deal that 
would grant legal status to 
illegal immigrants brought to 
the United States as children 
needs to include funding for 
a wall on the U.S.-Mexico 
border, driving home that 
message in a Thursday inter- 
view and in a Twitter post 
Friday morning. 

“Look, I wouldn’t do a 
DACA plan without a wall,” 
Trump told The New York 
Times, referring to the De- 
ferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program that he has 
set to expire next year. “We 
need it. We see the drugs 
pouring into the country, we 
need the wall.” 

In his Friday tweet, he 
said a deferred-action pro- 
gram deal also needed to 
end “chain migration,” the 
policy that allows natural- 
ized immigrants to petition 
for relatives to come to the 
United States. In the Times 
interview, Trump had men- 
tioned the policy — ending 
it is a White House priority 
— but had not directly tied it 
to the deferred-action deal. 

“The Democrats have 
been told, and fully under- 
stand, that there can be no 


AP/EVAN VUCCI 


President Donald Trump visits 
Friday with members of the 
U.S. Coast Guard at Trump 
International Golf Club, where 
he had invited them to play. 


DACA without the desper- 
ately needed WALL at the 
Southern Border and an 
END to the horrible Chain 
Migration & ridiculous Lot- 
tery System of Immigration,” 
Trump wrote on Twitter 
from his Mar-a-Lago club in 
Florida. 

He added: “We must pro- 
tect our Country at all cost!” 

Democrats, whiplashed 
for months by the presi- 
dent’s changing stances on 
the deferred-action pro- 


See TRUMP, Page 5A 


Post office pricing 
draws Trump’s ire 


Amazon not charged nearly enough 
by money-losing agency, he tweets 


JUSTIN SINK 

AND SPENCER SOPER 

BLOOMBERG NEWS 

President Donald Trump 
said the U.S. Postal Service 
should charge Amazon.com 
Inc. more to deliver packag- 
es, the latest in a series of 
public criticisms of the on- 
line retailer and its billion- 
aire founder. 

The post office “should 
be charging MUCH MORE” 
for package delivery, the 
president tweeted Friday 
from his Mar-a-Lago estate 
in Florida, where he’s spend- 
ing the holidays. 

“Why is the United States 
Post Office, which is losing 
many billions of dollars a 


year, while charging Amazon 
and others so little to deliv- 
er their packages, making 
Amazon richer and the Post 
Office dumber and poorer?” 
Trump asked his 45 million 
Twitter followers. 

Trump regularly criti- 
cizes Amazon and its chief 
executive officer, Jeff Bezos, 
who also owns The Wash- 
ington Post and is currently 
the world’s richest man. In 
August, Trump accused Am- 
azon of causing “great dam- 
age” to taxpaying retailers, 
even though in April the In- 
ternet giant began collecting 
sales tax on the products it 
sells directly. 

See AMAZON, Page 5A 
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‘Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/BENJAMIN KRAIN 
Equipment specialist Rick Grissom (left) and Danny Keene, head of the equipment procurement 
division of the Arkansas Department of Transportation, check out snowplowing equipment Friday at 
the District 6 headquarters in Little Rock. The agency has pre-treated some roadways and is ready 


to respond if freezing rain or snow falls, spokesman Danny Straessle said. 


ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansans will have to 
bundle up when venturing 
out to ring in the New Year 
this weekend and return- 
ing to work next week, as 
a lengthy stretch of bitterly 
cold weather will chill the 
state and much of the na- 
tion, weather forecasters 
said Friday. 

Temperatures through- 
out the state are expected 
to dip into the teens and 
even single digits in ma- 
ny areas, with wind chills 
causing air temperatures to 
feel like zero degrees or be- 
low, according to National 
Weather Service forecasts. 

The cold extends far be- 
yond Arkansas. The Nation- 
al Weather Service predicts 
that a blast of arctic air will 
bring very cold tempera- 
tures to much of the east- 
ern two-thirds of the United 
States through the weekend 

See COLD, Page 5A 


